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CASE STUDY
Tyco-Kendall
Customer: Tyco-Kendall Healthcare

Location: Jolliet, IL

Application: Climate Controlled Area to House Medical 
Equipment

Product: SteelSpan Wall System (350 lineal feet, 28 ft tall) 

Tyco/Kendall is a global manufacturer and marketer 
of medical equipment and supplies that are used in 
a variety of healthcare settings including hospitals, 
rehabilitation centers, long-term care facilities, and a 
multitude of other medical environments. 

This project required a climate controlled area to 
be built within Tyco/Kendall’s 500,000 square foot 
distribution center in order to properly house medical 
supplies. The area would need to be accessable 
by forklift, while also maintaining the required 
temperature inside of the facility to ensure proper 
storage of the product. 

ThE SiTUATion ThE SolUTion
Tyco/Kendall was originally looking at conventional construction as an alternative, but decided to go with PortaFab 
based on the R-value of insulation available with the SteelSpan product line, the speed of installation, and the 
flexibility of the product, which can be reconfigured in the future if needed. 

PortaFab supplied single pieced panels up to 28 feet tall, which also met the necessary R-value of 24 required 
for proper climate control in the area. Due to the size of the individual panels, PortaFab worked closely with the 
distributer and installer detailing the attachment of the panels to the existing roof structure to ensure structural 
integrity. 

To allow for the entry and exit of fork lifts within the structure, PortaFab devised the idea of utilizing high-speed roll 
up doors, which would allow quick entrances and exits while maintaining the proper temperature inside the facility.

The use of modular construction provided added flexibility for Tyco/Kendall given the variety of products and needs 
of the company. Since completing this project, our SteelSpan walls have already been reconfigured based on the 
needs of their robust distribution center. 
 

Benefits Provided:

•	 Proper R-value of insulation to house equipment
•	 Fast installation
•	 Area accessible by fork lift via high-speed roll up 

doors
•	 Flexibility of modular wall system


